
Changanassery Parameswaran 
Pillai (1877 – 30 June 1940) 
popularly Changanassery, was a 
social reformer, lawyer, judge, 
attorney general and the former 
president of the Nair Service 
Society. He was elected four times 
to the Sree Moolam Popular 
Assembly. 
Pillai was born in Changanassery 
to Sri. Vazhappilly Narayana Pillai 
and Narayani Amma . He was a 
Lawyer by profession and was one 
of the founders of the Kollam Bar 
Association.

Pillai raised his voice for civil liberties and accountability of the 
Travancore legislative assembly and the government. He has been 
given an opportunity to work closely with Mahatma Gandhi. He was 
the Central Committee member of the Harijan Seva Sangham and 
Chairman of the Kerala branch. As a result of his efforts he opened 82 
Harijan offices in Kerala.
He played a leading role in the struggle against untouchability. He 
was accompanied by Mannathu Padmanabha Pillai in Savarna 
Jadha as part of Vaikom Satyagraha.
Pillai was the second President of the Nair Service Society and he 
was one of the founders. He also served as the President of the 
Kerala Agricultural Farmers Association.
The Nair Regulation Act was passed in the Travancore Assembly and 
was one of his foremost accomplishments. He also served as the 
President of the Kerala Karshaka Sangh Committee.
In 1926 he was appointed as the High Court judge of Travancore. 
After six years he resigned from the High Court, and again entered 
the public domain. That was the fourth time the Assembly elections 
have taken place. Later, the government cancelled his pension for 
political reasons.
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CHAIRMAN’S DESK 
M K G PILLAI

Global NSS and Delhi NSS join hands for Mammoth  International Conference at 
Delhi in the most prestigious Siri Fort Auditorium.

VIDYADHIRAJOLSAVAM

As you all are aware Delhi NSS established in 1984 on OCTOBER is completing its 38 years of existence.
GLOBAL NAIR SEVA SAMAJ (GNSS) is nearing its 12 years with consciously embraced welfare activities. 
September 10th is the 169th birthday of our spiritual leader Chattambi Swamigal. We have in the past 
held a few seminars and massive meetings to spread the message of Swamigal and to get him 
recognition and awareness amongst our people in India and abroad. 
A good number of our own people know very little of our spiritual Guru Chattambi Swamigal who was 
a divine incarnation 169 years ago who never wanted publicity.
He was proclaimed by Swami Vivekananda after his meeting in Kerala in 1892. As a man of remarkable 
insights, he was a master of all arts and therefore called a true “VIDYADHIRAJA”. Sree Narayanaguru 
was inspired by Chattambi Swamigal for his un-paralleled stature and practices.

1. It was appropriate even though, late that life of Chattambi Swamigal is made a part of the 
curriculum in school textbooks.

2. His theory of universal brotherhood and fraternity is included in the moral-science curriculum in 
upper –primary and secondary school.

3. Government of India establishes a research center to facilitate students and others who wish to 
research the thoughts and philosophies of Swamigal.
Let’s make all efforts to achieve the most deserving recognitions and blessing of this great sage who 
lived the ideal of Sanathana Dharma



General Secretary’s Report 

DEAR FRIENDS,

I am happy to inform all that Global NSS and NSS Delhi will be 
jointly organizing a mega event - Sri vidyadhirajostavam 2022 
– on the occasion of the birth anniversary of our spiritual 
leader Sri Chattambi Swamigal on 11 09 2022 at 4 p.m at Siri 
fort auditorium, new Delhi. all arrangements are being made 
and efforts are taken to conduct this event in a grand manner. 
I am happy to inform you that the ISRO chairman has kindly 
agreed to be the chief guest for this event. we request all our 
members from all places in India and abroad to block the date 
and make travel plans to attend this event. in the meeting in 
Delhi in September, we will also present a vision and mission 
document of Global NSS. I am sure with the co-operation and 
active participation of all our members and state units, we will 
make this function a grand success.
On this occasion, we have also planned to inaugurate and 
release   of   our   souvenir. we   once   again   request   all   our
members to immensely contribute by giving advertisements 
to the souvenir. our appeal with all details and tariff have been 
sent to all members and state units through e-mail & courier. 
hope the same is received by all. in case of non-receipt and for 
any clarification, please contact us.
 We are also planning to conduct our annual general meeting 
for the year on 10 /09 /2022.   as   soon   as   the   accounts   are 
finalized and audited and passed by the governing body, we 
will confirm this AGM meeting and an official letter will be 
sent to all the members.
We plan to organize meetings at different places in the 
coming months to  publicize   the   meeting   and   release   of 
souvenirs.
We are publishing the Global NSS connect e-newsletter from 
January 2022 every month. we   have   a   plan   to   make   this 
magazine printed and copy sent to all our members, units and 
friends.  we are working on this idea and hope we will be able 
to fulfill this plan soon.
Our   chairman   Sri   MKG   Pillai,    Vice-Chairman     Sri    Babu 
Panicker, and governing body member Sri M D Jayaprakash 
visited Bangalore on 10/06/2022 and had meetings with the 
Karnataka NSS office bearers and members. we are planning 
to have such meetings and interactions with other state units 
also in the coming months. we will inform members of further 
developments on this plan, well in advance.
Once again, we request all our members and state units for 
extending your whole-hearted cooperation and help in all our 
activities so that we can successfully complete all our ongoing 
projects and projects in the pipeline.

UDAYABHANU .C



There is hardly a forester in the world who has 
not heard of Chandhu Menon. Chandhu Menon 
and teak are forever linked in the minds of 
people. It was he who established large, and 
most successful, teak plantations in Nilambur 
in the 1840s under the most adverse conditions 
imaginable, lived most of his adult life there, 
and lies buried among the trees he loved the 
most. 

But his entry   into   this   profession   was   only 
accidental. The eighteenth and the nineteenth 
centuries     saw     European    powers    fiercely 
competing with each other, often warring, for 
control over trade and colonial expansion in 
Asia, Africa and the Americas. This was the 
golden peiod of ship making industry for both 
the mercantile and naval shipping and teak 
was    in    great     demand    because    it    was 
considered the best timber for ship making. 
Most of teak in India was in Chhota Nagpur 
plateau from where carriage to the sea was 
costly. 

Burmah and abutting forest areas of Thailand, 
then known as Siam, were a good source of 
teak but the demand  was  just  too   big   for    
supplies    to    be sustainable. With the entry of 
the  colonial  powers    the    felling    operations, 
hitherto limited by the financial capacities of 
the forest lessee, covered far greater areas and 
destruction became evident everywhere. In 
1826 Tenasserim province of Burmah was 
ceded to the British East  India   Company   
under   the   Treaty   of  Yandaboo and there was 
a rush to exploit teak in these forests which 
were thrown open to any exploiter who could 
pay the royalty on the timber taken out of the 
forests to the port of exit. Massive destruction 
followed and in 1837 the East India Company 
engaged the services of an eminent Naturalist 
of the time,   Dr Johann   Wilhelm   Welfer,   to 

A peak into teak in Malabar and beyond

Dr. Promode Kant is a former member 
of the Indian Forest Service who has 
held top positions in the state and cen-
tral governments and in public sector 
corporations. He is an internationally 
renowned expert in forestry and climate 
change and in forest policy and law. He 
has more than fifty publications to his 
credit and is a regular reviewer of several 
top international journals in the field. He 
is presently based in Dehradun and is 
heavily engaged in teaching and train-
ing young foresters and environmental 
scientists in several institutions across 
India and abroad.
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examine    the    status    of     teak     forests    of 
Tenasserim.    He    reported    low    teak  invento-
ries   and     inadequate     regeneration     and 
recommended raising of teak plantations 
rather than relying exclusively on natural 
forests. 

It is then that the East India Company tasked 
the    Collector    of    Wynad,   Henry  Valentine 
Conolly,   to   create   vast    resources    of    this 
invaluable  tree   in   his     district    from  where 
floating the timber to the Kozhikode harbour 
would be easy. Conolly knew the enormity of 
the task in those harsh days with very poor 
inland transport and picked the most efficient 
young man that he could lay his eyes upon to 
help him achieve the Company’s objective. 
Chandhu Menon was that young man and from 
then on the only thing that interested him was 
raising teak of the highest quality, and in such 
quantities, that would make the district known 
as the best source of teak in the British Empire. 
The years that followed saw this devotee of 
Guruvayur fulfilling his Dharma and thus were 
born     what     are     undoubtedly     the     best 
plantations of teak anywhere in the world and, 
with them, the legend of Chandhu Menon.

The most well known part of these plantations, 
located a few kilometers from Nilambur, goes 
by the name of Conolly’s Plot because it was 
personally inspected by the Collector on more 
than one occasion. This is now a heritage forest 
and   is   an   important   tourist   destination   in 
Malabar and an internationally famous center 
of learning for foresters from all over the world.

As an aside, Collector Conolly was the same top 
official who was assasinated in 1855 by the 
followers of the influential Moplah cleric Sayid 
Fasal Pukkoya Tangal of that period who was 
instrumental in the Moplah uprising of 1849. 

They  were   angry   with   Collector   Conolly   for 
prohibiting the cleric’s entry in the district. In 
fact the Collector was much milder in his action  
because the top East India Company officials in 
Fort St George in Madras had actually wanted 
the cleric to be exiled to Mecca permanently!

Being rich in teak was a huge problem for 
weaker countries in those days of predatory 
powers and no international mechanism to 
control them. While we had to deal with the 
machinations of the British East India Company 
the countries in the south east Asia had an 
equally powerful enemy to deal with, the 
French East India Company. Adjusting itself 
delicately    and    deftly    between    the    two 
European big powers of the day,   Thailand   
managed   to   remain    politically independent 
but had to cede control over its teak forests in 
northern territories to the British who primarily 
wanted to prevent the French from increasing 
their imperial expansion and accessing  the   
great   Teak   resources   of   the country for ship 
building. Under the Bowring Treaty   of   1855   
Thailand   agreed   to  accord magisterial 
powers on the British Vice Counsel in Chiang 
Mai for settling teak trade disputes involving 
British subjects and   allowed   the British to 
appoint their officials as the head of Thai Forest 
Department, a tradition that continued till the 
early 1950s. 

When     asked     why    he     surrendered     his 
sovereignity to  the   British,   King   Monkut   of 
Thailand famously stated his choice was either 
to swim upriver and   make   friends    with   the 
crocodile or to swim downstream to the sea to 
be with the whale. He obviously found the 
whale, that kept a cuddly but firm hold for the 
next   three   quarters   of   a   century,   a   more 
manageable partner.






